
Homily Notes for Sunday January 23, 2022   -    Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  C               
Readings: Neh. 8: 2-4, 5-6, 8-10; 1 Cor. 12:12-30; Luke 1: 1-4; 4: 14-21 

“On the Importance of the Word of God” 
 

1. Summary: In 2019 Pope Francis declared that “the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time is to be 
devoted to the celebration, study, and dissemination of the Word of God. This is a time of year 
when we are encouraged to strengthen our bonds with the Jewish people and to pray for Christian 
unity. The Word of God provides a common base upon which to build a kind of unity. The Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity began on Tuesday, January 18.” The Pope continues, “A day devoted to 
the Bible, should not be seen as a yearly event but rather a year-long event, for we urgently need to 
grow in our knowledge and love of the Scriptures of the risen Lord.”  
 

2. An example of the power of the Word. Telling a child that there is money hidden somewhere? 
How important was the “word” of explanation to the child in order to obtain that money? Would the 
child even have found the money if no one had spoken? So, would it be true to say that without a 
word of instruction or guidance, we would miss and never be able to obtain certain good things, 
especially those from God? But you didn’t cry when you got the money? Why do you think that the 
people in the first reading cried when they heard the words of the law? Why did Ezra the priest have 
to tell them to rejoice? 
 

3. Scripture lessons: Today’s first reading, taken from Nehemiah shows how the reading and 
hearing of the ancient Scriptures of the Jewish people called them back to their traditional values and 
laid the foundation for their nation after the Exile. After having rebuilt the city walls and having 
started on rebuilding the Temple, Ezra the Scribe led the people in a ‘Covenant renewal’ ceremony. 
This was at a time of crisis. Torah became a living Word of power, grace and forgiveness to these 
exiles. It evoked from them a dramatic response. They came to realize the many ways in which they 
had failed to keep God’s commandments. They realized how much they had been blessed to be able 
to return.  Hence, with tears of repentance in their eyes and joy in their hearts, the people responded 
with a great "Amen!"   
 

4. Today’s Gospel describes how, on a Sabbath, at the very beginning of his ministry, Jesus stood 
before the people in the synagogue of his hometown, Nazareth, and through the reading of the word, 
he proclaims himself the fulfillment of the law and the prophets. Jesus identifies himself as the One 
sent "to bring glad tidings to the poor, liberation to captives, recovery of sight to the blind and 
freedom for the oppressed" – the work of the Messiah. To the great amazement of his own townsmen, 
Jesus declared that Isaiah’s prophecy was being fulfilled before their very eyes. Note the power of 
these few words! After saying these, the people were ready to kill Jesus. But another miracle 
occurred, and Jesus walked away, untouched, through them.   
 

5. The Second Reading, St Paul uses an historical image to call the community to unity. He goes back 
over 500 years to an image used by a famous Roman to bring the segments of the community 
together. In Corinth, they were fighting over various spiritual gifts. Paul reminds them that “Together 
we are Christ’s body, but each of us is a different part of it.” He points out that being “in Christ” we have 
become one body with many members. Hence, they should work together like the different parts of a 
body, offering their time, talents and treasures to build each other up. Each part of the body affects 
the whole, “If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it. If one part is honored, all the parts share its 
joy.” How would we apply this to our parish? 
 

6. Think with me about the necessity of God’s word. Could we have known of God’s plan to save us 
Christians if someone hadn’t taught that which we needed to understand (See Rom 10:14ff)?       



“But how can they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how can they believe in whom they have 
not heard? And how can they hear without someone to preach?” 

 Isn’t this the task of parents? Isn’t it the responsibility of the Church to prepare them to do so? Isn’t 
this why we are doing our religious teaching involving parents together with their children? 
 

7. Clarification on “the Word”. The word of God is not just the Bible. Jesus himself is the “eternal 
Word” of God (the Logos – see John 1). But the Bible, along with “Sacred Tradition” is also rightly 
described as “the Word of God” (see 2 Thess 2:15, DV 7). And in order to interpret this “Word of 
God” correctly, we need the Church which is the pillar and foundation of the truth” (1 Tim 3:15). 
 

8. But the Word which comes from the Bible is the foundation of belief (See 2 Tim 3:15),  
“and that from infancy you have known the sacred scriptures, which are capable of giving you wisdom for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for refutation, 
for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that one who belongs to God may be competent, equipped for 
every good work.” 

 

9. Let us appreciate the importance of words, especially when it is the Word of God.  
      Let us think about the importance and power of speech, for example dating and marriage. When a 
young couple is dating, and the young lady thinks she has a really good young man as a prospect, 
what is she hoping to hear? “I love you. Would you marry me?” How many months and years have 
some young ladies waited to hear those words? And once they are said, everything changes. Plans 
are made for marriage preparation, for the marriage and dreams and visions arise of a life together 
with their children. On the other side of things, when a marriage fails, finally someone says, often in 
angry terms, “I don’t love you anymore. I want a divorce!” And once that has been said, everything 
changes again. Then we either decide to get to work to make things work right or things fall apart. 
Words have power. Words have meaning! 
 

 10. Now, in politics, the importance of speech and words. A good example of this is the power of 
speech to unify the people of Rome. In 494 BC Menenius Agrippa was chosen by the patriarchs of 
Rome during the secession of the plebs to persuade them to end their secession. Livy says that 
Menenius told the soldiers a fable about the parts of the human body and how each part has its own 
purpose in the greater function of the body. His speech restored unity to Rome and led to its 
greatness and power! This is the same analogy that St. Paul used to guide the members of the Church 
with different gifts to understand themselves all as a part of the body of Christ. Once we understand 
that we are all gifted by the Spirit with gifts to build up the whole body, we can understand how, 
although each one is different, all are needed to build up the Church community. 
 

11. But how serious are we about knowing the Bible, the Sacred Tradition, and the Magisterium 
which teaches and interprets the Word of God? I think of an example when teaching at a Catholic 
school. Students were very resistant to memorizing facts in religion class. But at one point we were 
studying the content of popular music. The principal did not believe that the students knew their 
music that well, but while we were playing some of it, they were lip-synching every word. Could we 
be in danger of letting the secular values of our culture dominate our minds and our children? How 
important is it that we commit ourselves to really knowing the Word of God, both ourselves and our 
families? 
 

12. The two questions: 
 What is the commitment I should offer to God at the offering of this Mass? 
 What is the one thing I should get to be the-better-version-of-myself that God wants? 
 
There are additional notes and commentary on pages 6-7 which will be on the website when posted. 
 


